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R EAD E R. 
f | ME Preſs was no ways defiow'd in 
the compofing of the following Diſ- 
courſe, nor till ſeveral Days had paſs'd after 
its Deliver) from the Pulpit. A confir- 
mative Inſtance of what it propoſes * made 
the Attention more ſerious of thoſe that 
beard it ; and that, with what fince fell out 
in our little Village t, I believe engag d 
ſome to a Deſire of its being made publick ; 


F : 
* . 
VS" 5 


which yet 1 had not comply'd with, if by the 
Judgment of divers worthy Miniſters I had 
not been encouraged to hope, that ſo plain a 
' Diſcourſe might be of ſome Service to the 

Church. of God, particularly at this Day. 


* One in his full Strength taken away ſuddenly the 
Might before it was preach'd. 
I Another the next Monday found dead in a Horſe- 


pond, ſuppos d to have fallen off the Horſe, overcome 
Tr. N 


. 


. May 
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the Lord make it abundantly uſeful. 
thou receiveſt real ſpiritual Benefit there- 


ve God the Glory and let 
Prayers, who deſires to ap- 
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F Whereas ye know not what ſhall be on the morrow : 
Por what is your Life? It even a Vapour, that 
\ "appoareth for s fils time, and then vaniſheth 
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| HE Words are a wiſe Conſideration ſug- 
geſted by the Holy Apoſtle, under the e- 
ſpecial Influence of God's holy Spirit, in 
A. oppoſition to the very fooliſh Practice of 
 - »» - -many- profeſling Chriſtians in his Day, that 
were for looking a great way before them, cutting out 
a great deal of Buſineſs, forming many Projects for the 
. advancing and enriching themſelves, that would rake 
up a great deal of Time to execute them, without any 
due Senſe of their Dependance upon God for all their 
Time and Comforts, and of the Uncertainty, Preca- 
riouſneſs and Tranſitorineſs of the Life they lead at 
preſent.” Ver. 13. Go to now, ye that ſay, To Day, or 
to morrom, we will go into ſuch a City, and continue there 
a Tear, and buy and ſell, and get Gain. This is the too 
common Practice of profeſſing Chriſtians in our Day, 
0 and it may be therefore well worth our while to con- 
ſider what the Apoſtle ſuggeſts in the Words of my 
Text, in order to the rectifying ſo great an Error, 
that has ſo many evil and fatal Conſequences proceed- 
ing from it: Whereas ye know not what ſhall be on the 
morrom for what is your Life? It is even aV apour, that 
eareth for al#tle time, and then vaniſheth away. Two 


/ 


things are here propos d to conſideration, which being 
duly conſidered by us, would help us to rectify many 
Errors and Miſcarriages we are guilty. of in Life, and 
to make our Lives more regular, uſeful and comfort- 
able, that God may have more Glory by us, and we 

- ſhould be better prepared for all Events that may fall 
out in Life, and for the 


e certain Period and Iſſue of our 
frail 


5 Fier . — of the Morrow: 


4 of us, that our Life is a moſt uncertain, evanid 
thing, even 4 Fayonr that nora 25 linie rim, * 


3 our Knowledg 
Job xi. 13. Man be born like a wild Afr" 
norant, reer 


Hort, commonly, of what they themſelves, or others, 
may take it to be. And tis certain, that 
ebrrwi aG. as God is great, and we hvew bunt nor, fo 


kal ex 2. ED 


b& 


much i in the dark about. As we cannot fally 


frail Lives themſelves, in that Death in which they 
will quickly terminate, whether we conſider and 1 ma- 
nage our {elves ſuitably, yea or no. The an 
- Firſt Conſideration the Apoſtle propoſes, i is, That 
what ſhalt be on the morrow is unknown to us: of now 
wot what ſhall be on the morrow, The 
Second is a thing that is, or ſhould be knot 
3s experienc'd by the World, and will be axperienct] 


then vaniſreth amy. The 


Firſt tion the Apoſtle ſets before. us, is 


'be on the moyrow' is #whnown to us, 
e takes. Vain 
tells us, would be wiſe, the? 


that wa 


Man, 


Ing, As we are born Knowledge, fo the 
Knowledge of the moſt Knowing and Improw'd, is very 


the Works of God re ger and che' th 
ought a with bu e one 
of all them that have pleafu 


World. The Graſs grows we know not he; the 
wiſeſt Head may be puzzled to give the exact Philoto- 
y of a Pile of Graſs, of a Knat or a Fly: The 


orks of Providence and Grace are ſtill as much be- 
nd our Knowledge ; and tis certain that the Knovw- 
of future Events is what we are; and muſt be 


things within our ſelves, that belong to our own Frame 


and Texture; as we cannot fully know the things 
without our felves, which yet are in ſome meaſure open 


fo ogy View rad cee, we can ſeſs * 
; ings 


re thevein; yet. 
5 the Works of Nature, the Works of Providence and 
| race are little Jnown to us while we are in'this 


know the 


Vail to us, and which che Great God hath pur altoge- 


JJC 


af 
as to 8 nn 


. of 755 Error 
things ee ſo without us, 


ther into his own Power. If we cannot know the 
that lie open to us, we can {eſs know thoſe ſecret: | 
things that be long to only. Now it is a great 
Secret with God how he will diſpoſe of future Events: 


We know only what is paſt, or what is now preſent 


with us, but we have, we can have no Knowledge of 
any thing that is future, unleſs as God has revealed, 
or thall pleaſe to reveal it to us. Solomon gives us an 
Advice agreeable to what we haye in my 
Text, Boaſt not t 5275 of to morhow, and Prov. xvii. *& 
adds it as a R e gr knoweſt ww : is : 
what a D forth. The Day is here compar 

to a r big 8 ch Child, that 18 1 in N 
ready to bring forth, who, When it is thus with her, 
knows not whether the ſhall bring forth a Man or a 
Woman 3 or pe 1 whether a living Child or 


a dead one. res ereto, Events are called by 
the — 7 Children of Time, and the Events 


that fell out to Jacob you find term'd the 
Generations of Jacob. We are not to Gen.revii. 3; 
boaſt of to morrow, becauſe we know 
not what a Day may bring forth; we cannot be ſure 
of, or take any Ars Meaſures for the Morrow, be- 
cauſe we cannot be ſure of the Day in which we are; 
we cannot know the Morrow, becauſe we cannot know 
the Day any farther than the Time of it we are in, as 
the Latin Proverb is, Neſeis quid ſerus Veſper vehat, 
We know not what the Extremity of the Day we are 
in may bring along with it. When we ſee the Begin- 
ing of a Day, we don't know whether we ſhall ſee the 
End of it; and if we do ſee that, if we ſhould live to ſee 
the End of i it, we don't know what may fall out before 
that End comes; things may be very different from 
our Notions, Apprehenfions or Expettations of them; 
they may be fo, as to the Evil that may fall out to us, 
or as to the Good, Oe OT. AIR is ſo as 


to 


1 The ee of 775 Morrow. 


un — Day that has open'd upon us, and that 
we are paſſing and ſpending, and it may be have ſpent 
ſome time in, it muſt be much more ſo of the Morrow. 

But here let me briefly open to you (which 1s rt 
need do as to the firſt Part of my Text) 

1. What we are to underſtand by the Morrow: 0 
2. What is imported in the Expreſſion of our not 
knowing what ſhall be on the Morrow. As to the 
1. Firſt of theſe, The Morrow here, I apprehend, 
is not to be taken in ſo ſtrict a Senſe, as to imply only 
4 that Day which we are now 


the Day next followin 
| ſpending ; but ſo alſofto include future Time, or the 
Time coming, whether for a larger or leſſer compaſs. 
So it is us d elſewhere in Scripture, Iſa. xxii. 13. which 
the Apoſtle ſeems to refer to, 1 Cor. xv. 32. In the 
Place firſt mentioned, when the Lord God of Hoſts call d 
to Weeping and to Mourning, and to Baldneſs and to Gird- 
yg with Sackcloth, which were the common and cuſto- 
mary Attendants of deep Humiliation m thoſe Days ; 
and inſtead of theſe, there was Joy and Gladneſs, ſlay- 
ing Oxen and killing Sheep, eating Fleſh.and drinking Wine, 
as is uſual on Feſtival Occaſions ;, this enormous, mon- 
ſtrous Wickedneſs, that was fo highly provoking in 
the ſight of God, as that he declares it ſhould not be 
purged from them till they died, is bottom'd upon that 
| Fe moſt profane and ſenſleſs Principle, Le: 
is Axl. 12, 25 eat and drink, for to morrow we ſhall die, 
AIP |: i. e. Tis but a little Time we ſhall live, 
| therefore, while we may, let us enjoy 
our ſelves. As wicked as they were, we cannot ſup- 
fox they could argue or a at this rate; if they appre- 
e 


nded that they ſhould certainly die the next Day; 

t their Wickedneſs appears in this, that reckoning 
their Life to be ſhort, they reſolvd ( whatever he, in 
vhoſe Hands it was, ſaid to the contrary) to make it 
as pleaſant and merry as they could. Tho” he expreſſy 
Id them to Sorrow and Humiliation, Mourning and 
Lamentation, they would indulge to Joy and Mirtb, 


IASSHY ty" 1 Sen- 


ne ph — 
lays, Tale cherefore no thought for the mor- Mat. vi. 34. 
rem, it ſigniſies Time coming, whether e 


"4 


what is next and neareſt at hand, or what is farther 


4 — 


off; and the Meaning is, be not anxiouſly or unduly 


ſollicitous or thoughtful about Time to come, about 
the Events of future Time, whether nearer or farther 
off; and ſo I reckon we may very well underſtand it 
here, comparing it with the foregoing Verſe, Go to 


nom, ye that ſay, To day or to-morrow we will go into ſuch 


8 City, and continue there a Tear, and buy, and ſell, and 


5 Jain; whereas ye know not what ſhall be on the marrow. 


The Morrow here we may reaſonably ſuppoſe to ſig- 
the next following Day, but 


nify and imply not onh 
even to take in the 
or future Time, to a larger, and even much larger ex- 


tent than that. But it's manifeſt the Inference is 
ſtrong on both ſides, as to what is in either Scripture 


imported; for if we are not to take thought for the 
Morrow that is next to come, we are certainly then 
not to take thought for a great many To- morrows; af 
we are not to be anxiouſly and in an undue manner 
thoughtful for the next Day, to be ſure we are not to 


be ſo thoughtful for many Days, for many Weeks, for 
many Vears following, and to ſet no Bounds to our 


Thoughtfulneſs : And fo, if we know not what ſhall 


be on the Morrow, as that is underftaod of the neut 


following Day, we certainly muſt be ignorant of what 


mall be the next Week, the next Year, the next Ge- 
neration, the next Age. And though, if we take 


the Expreſſion in its greateſt Strictneſs, for the next 


following Day, it muſt appear to have great Emphaſis, 


and to be very appoſite to the purpoſe for which the 
Apoſtle here brings it in; fince nothing more proper 


could be offered to check the over-confident Prefump- 


tion of thoſe that are for enlarging their and 


Thoughts for following the World, and ſerving their 
worldly Conveniences and Advantages, than that while 
they are thus enlarging their Proſpects, and cutting 


out 
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| The Uncertainty of the e FOR 


out Work in abundance for a long time to come, chey 
are not certain what may be in the Womb of the very 
next Day, and what unfvreſien Blocks may in ſo ſhort 
4 compaſs be laid in the way of their long-liv'd-Pro- 
_ Jefts; ſo it is naturally imply'd herein, and inferr'd 
from 'hetice, that it cannot be known It can be leſs 
known and foreſeen, what may fall out in the compaſs 
of many Days, that may quite break the Schemes 


laid, and the Meaſures that are taken, that bear rela- 


tion to ſuch a Tract of Time to come. And this lende 
us to conſider, N 


. Secondiy what ls is anne): m the Expreſſion of 


our "ot knowing what ſhall be on the morrow. The Ex- 


preſſion is general, and may take in whatever it is 


that may fall out to morrow, either the next Day fol- 
lowing, or in future Time, whether in relation to the 
more deſirable and advantageous, or to the leſs de- 
ſirable and more irkſome Circumſtances that may at- 


tend us. We know not what ſhall be on the ne, 
* is, 


1ſt, We ow not the Chang es 7% the lun that 


ö may fall out to us by the — of God, that would 
(if we could foreſee them) and when th y ſhall fall out, 
will have effect to the Alteration of thoſe Thoug hts 
and Meaſures we may be inclinable to take. Or, 6 


(which ſeems more agreeable to the Apoſtls' 8 inten- 
tion and Arguing here) 


2aly, We know not the Changes l that may be FE the 


worſe. We know not what Changes for the worſe may 


Paſs upon our Perſons, our Affairs and Circumſtances 


in the World. We may be this Day in Health, and 
the next upon a Sick or upon a Death-bed. Things 
may go well with us to day, as far as we know, but 
before the Morrow Loſſes Aer Croſſes may fall out to 
us, that were unexpected by us, that may preſs us ver 
hard, and quite break thoſe Meaſures we may ſuppoſe 
our ſelves to have reaſonably taken. We may loſe 
our Goods, we may loſe our Friends, we may loſs our 
; een we may be quite * eft of the Advantages we 


are 


— . 
— 
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* 


are 00 poſſeſs'd of for acting the Part that we propoſe 
to our. ſelves.” Fire, Thieves, Thunder, Lightning, 


Earth 
Eoffes hereby falling out to us by Land or Sea, may in 
a+ Day or a Night's time quite alter the Poſture of our 


Affairs, and the outward Circumſtances we are in, and 
ſuddenly ſtrip us of thoſe Opportunities, that, while 
we were in poſſe ſſion of them, render'd us conſide- 
rable, and made the Sphere of our Activity and Uſeful- 


neſs, and the reaſonable Expectations we might have, 


quite different from what they are made hereby. The 


Minds of our Friends may be ſuddenly turn'd againſt 


us 3 and that it may be, without any Change in us to- 
ward them, or any Deſert on our part. Our deareſt 
Relations and world ly Comforts may be ſoon and ſud - 
denly ſnatch'd from us; the Delights of our Eyes, or 
thoſe under whoſe Shadow we hop'd to live and thrive, 
may be taken away with an unexpected Stroke. Or 
we may we ſeiz d in our on Perſons with unforeſeen 
Evils of various ſorts: Our Bodies may be taken with 
any of the Multitude of Diſeaſes to which they are al- 


ways ſubject; they may be affected with ſore Plagues, 


and ſuch as will be of long continuance: Our Minds 


may have black Clouds and thick Darkneſs ſuddenly 


brought over them: Our very Reaſon it ſelf, by 
which we are enabled to manage any of our worldly 
Affairs, or our Limbs whereby we are enabled to pur- 
| ſue them, theſe may be ſuddenly. taken from us by 


many Accidents that may fall out.  _ 
We are, and all the Comforts that belong to us, in 
God's hands, our worldly Advantages, Interefts and 


Enjoyments are no more to us than God makes them, 


and will ſtay no longer with us than God is pleas'd to 
permit them. While his protecting Hand is over 


2 


* 5 * 
— — 


+] hope we have not forgot the dreadful Storm that bappen'd 


about this time 10 Years ſince, and what great Changes that made in 


the Circumſtances of many Perfons and Families, and how many 
5 2 5 hem, 


| by it. 


Lives were deſtroye 
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* * KS Fn Morrow. © 
them, his Hedge of Defence is about them; "they are 
fafe ; but if rr withdraw his favourable Influences, 
they are expo d, or if he permit or command it, they 
are ſein d, 17 . we are en of them. The things 
that we moſt depend upon, and think we have the 
firmeſt Poſſeſſion of, — are uncertain and unſtable. 
The Tenure we have of all is but durante henepi acito, 
we are Tenants only at the Will of the Sovereig 
Lord. You find David at once acknowledging: God's 
Right, and his own Folly and Unrighteouſneſs, in 
5 che falſe it he made to the prejudice thereof, 
f or without due regards thereto: I fad i 
| Pla. an. _ Proſperity, I ſhall never be moved. Lord, 
Favour thou haſt made my Mountain 
afro — didft hide ti Face, and I was troubi d. 
And you have heard and read how the Caſe was with 
Holy Job, and what a wonderful Alteration was made 
in the. Circumſtances of his Houſe and Family, his 
Goods and OY Subſtance, in the Revolution but 
e e ; yea, it may be, of a very ſmall Part of 
that Day. Ser what Aceount you have of it in the 1 
Chapter of the Book that bears his Name. 
| Job if e Aud there was a Day when his Sons and his 
15 che. Daughters were eating, and Wine, 
in their eldeſt Brothers Houfe, and there 
came a Meſſenger ro Job, and ſaid, The Oxen were plow- 
ing, and the Aﬀſes feeding beſide them, and the Sabeans 
fell upon them, and took them away ; yea they have ſlain 
the Servants with the Edge of the Sword, J any am 
eſcaped alone to tel thec. While be was yet" ſpeaking, 
| Hom came ulſo another, and ſaid, The Fire of God is 
fallen from Heaven, and bath burnt up the Sheep and the 
| Servants, and conſumed them, and 1 4 — alone 
to tell thee. White he was yet ſpeaking ;- ep 
another, and ſaid, The hong} rt e, out three Bands, 
and fell upon the Camels, and have carried them away, yea 
and ſtain the Servants with the Edge of the Sword, and 1 
only am eſcaped alone to tell thee. While he was ye t ſprak- 
27 00 came Wy _— — ſaid, Ty Sox; and: 4 
: a Daug 
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Daughters were eating, nd drinking Wines, in their eldeſt 
Brother's Houſe, . and Cobol there came 4 great Wind from 
the Wilderneſs, and ſimote the four Corners of the Houſe, 
and it fell upon the young Men, and they are dead, and I 


* 


Iche Beginning of this Chapter: And there 

were horn unto. him ſeven Sons and three Ver. 2, 3. 
Daughters; his Subſtance alſo mas ſeven _ 

thouſand Sheep, and three thauſand Camels, and five hun- 
dred Toke of Oxen, and firue hundred She- Aſſes, and a 
very great Houſhold; ſo that this Man was the greateſt of 
all the Men of the Eaft. We know not then what 
{hall be on the Morrow, for we know not what a Day, 
4. Nor a ſmall part of a Day, may produce; what Altera- 
tions may paſs upon us, upon our Perſons, or upon 


* 
* 


Caſe now from what Account you have given of it in 


ESSE ISS SEL 


* 


S 


E. 


our Caſe much better or worſe before the Day ſhoul 
be ſpent, than it was when the Day commenc'd. 


Second is a thing that is or ſhould be known to us, is 
experienc'd. by the World, and will be experienc'd by 


all of us, that our Life is a moſt uncertain, evanid 


N 


and then vaniſheth away. Life is the greateſt of wor ld- 
ly Goods and Advantages, which we, even by a com- 
mon Inſtinct of Nature, ſet the greateſt Value upon; 
ſo that Skin for Skin, and all that a Man hath will he 


Continuance thereof. And it's very reaſonable that 
we ſhould be willing to part with many, and almoſt 
any, of the Advantages or Comforts of Life, that we 


Advantages or Comforts are to us of any longer Ser- 


thy them be taken from us ſooner, they can none of them 


only am eſcaped alone to tell thee. How different was Job's 


our Affairs and Circumſtances therein, for the 7 ; 
Thus of the firſt Conſideration propos'd by the 2 
Apoſtle, that what ſhall be on the Morrow is unknown 


thing, even 4s 4 Vapour that appeareth for a little time, 


give for his Life. We are willing to do all, and to part 
with all that me ys to obtain the Prolongation and 


may prolong Life it ſelf, becauſe none of our worldly 
Vice, than while Life laſts: Tho' they may any of 


con- 


ol 
Neem re ere riots ar ro es rene es 


for God's Glory, the good of 
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continue with us longer, than during the Term of the 
temporal Life. And as there is no Device, 

Ecel, ix. 10. nor Work, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom' in 
1 Grave, whither we are all going; fo 

it is what puts a greater Value upon Life, even the 


temporal Life we live here, that it gives us the 
portunity of ma improvement of thoſe Advanta- 


we have natural and temporal, as well as ſpiritual, 
Pr 91 ſelves ai others, 
both temporal and ſpiritual, ſo as we cannot do in a- 
nother World; and ſo as by that good Improvement 
we make of them, by the Afiſtance of Divine Grace, 
to promote our good Account, and our happy State 
there to all Eternity. But tho? Life be in it ſelf, and 


upon the accounts mentioned, and many others con- 
.tained under theſe, very valuable tho” it be there- 


fore valuable beyond what can be eaſily ſaid, becauſe 
all the Opportunities we have in the preſent State, for 
promoting our temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal Adyan- 
tage, depend upon it; yet is it in it ſelf a moſt fleet- 
ing, evanid, and uncertain thing 


Plal. Nuxv. 5, Days. are as an Hand's breadth, 7525 the 


Job 7-7 7. * Pfſalmiſt. My Life is as Wind, 'fays Fob ; 
and again, My Days are Vanity.” A ſmall 
Meaſure will ſerve to take the Dimenſions 


of our 1 Lives; they are as the Wind here, and 


gone hence in an "Inftant 3 wee are Vanity, not'only 


vain, but Vanity 3 in the Abſtra as if nothing were 
1o vain as they, and as if whatever Vanity is elſewhere 
to be found, it here meets and centers, and is in Per- 


fection. And it is certain, that as Man is a compound- 
ed Nature, that communicates in the Nature, Excel- 


lencies and Perfections of other inferiour Creatures, and 


has withall ſomewhat more excellent belonging to 
him; as he has Being in common with the Earth and 
Stones, Life with Plants, Senſe with Rrutes, and has 
beſides a more noble and excellent Part belonging to 
him in his rational immortal Soul and religious Capa- 
city, Wan none of the S Creatures have; ſo 


the 
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he Vanity of all the Creatures is pa by btn and 
5 even centring and ſumm'd up in him: He is Mors 


rain, fübject to more Dangers, Diſorders, troubleſome 
Accidents, and afflictive Evils, than any or all the 
Creatures beſides. And as in all the ſublunary World 
there is nothing ſo vain as Man, fo in nothing does the 
Vanity of this vain Creature appear ſo much, as in re- 
lation to the Life and Days that he ſpends here. As 
Man, every Man, at bis beſt Eſtate, is altogether Vanity, 
as in that now mention'd Pſal. xxxix. 5. ſo his Days 
particularly are Vanity; his Vanity in nothing does 
more remarkably appear, than in that vain Life that 
he here leads. As to this, he outgoes all the Crea- 
tures in Vanity, and has their Vanity, as it were, cen- 
tring and ſumm'd up in him. We may ſee Vanity in 
large Characters written upon all the Creatures. Many 
things may and do often ſuddenly fall out to bereave us 
of their Service and Enjoyment,to change their Nature, 
to rob us of their Uſefulneſs, or to deſtro their Being; 
but no where is Vanity written in more legible, or per- 
haps in ſo legible Characters, as in the Life of Man. 
We are apt indeed to build great things upon it, to be 
forming mighty Projects in it, and entertaining large 
and long r v from this vain Life; but tho! 
all our worldly Thoughts and Projects, all our worldly 
Profits, Advantages and Enjoyments depend upon it, 
yet how vain a thing is it in it ſelf ? How often, when 
Men reckon upon many Years for the enjoying thoſe 
worldly Advantages they have gain'd, or for the gain- 
ing what they have propos d to themſelves, are they 
found to reckon, as we ſay, without their Hoſt? As 
that Fool in the Goſpel, that wah, upon thoſe great 
Advantages he had the proſpett of, ſinging a Requiem 
to his Soul, Soul, rake thine Eaſe, for thou haſt Goods 
laid up for man) Tears; eat, drink and be merry; but 
(the Counſels of Heaven we ſee were diff.. 
ferent) God ſaid unto him, Thou Fool, this Luke Xi}. 19, 
Night ſhall thy Soul be required of thee. And e 
as It is ſuggeſted in my Text, which is a 8 
Ha Ty uke 
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they ſaid, The ouſe a ta her Marri 
22 not what as befall f therefore mhoſocver deſires Ax 


well fay, e repreſſing ſuch Inſolence, as the A ** 


and build { much upon? Tis, alas! a 


Vain, e d . uncertain thing; tis a Vapour, 
à Blaſt, 1 8 bp: 

Ward Aas dere made uſe of is Lifferently render'd. 

which 

; away. apour, 

fly compar'd thereto, reſeinbi'd and ſet out 55 


ang of of the Ward, and the thing e thereby, any 
0 Declarations, very proper emblematical A 


ek Terran Fan mn” 


. eee 2 

buke © thoſe that were thus guilty, Go to num, ye tha © 
ſay, Te day or to marrow pe will go into uch a City, and 
continue chere 4 Tear, 2 buy, and ſel, and. get 4i 85 
Urte Je know not what ſhall be on the morrom. 45 
n and how. reaſonable is it in it elf P! 

ſe that make ſuch Reckonings without, and it 

= in dere of Divine Providence, ſhould be fre. © 
yently diſappo Pies that God ſhould make then th 
ow, hae: ill not. own their Subjection to his go- ſe; 
Providence and difpoling Will? It was an o1d © 
Syingamongthe fern as one of their * Rabhins in- A 
forms us, Let no Man ſay he will do any thing, _ 15 

| 75 400 715 If the Lord will. On which © lion he tell i 
a Man, who when he: ſaid, Te morraw I will 0 

ftw wo "my Rs, Hai in the Maerriage-Chamber, was admo - e 
ought to ſay, Fd wil; 2 th; 

a Whether God: will or rte will # there, ol 
whom he ſays it follow'd, that ber there 9 thi 
that Dq; : Night, when G — going to Bed, 2 


berefore 


before be knew | 
-bed, a, 


7, they were both dead. wg 


24 ap thing let him firſt ſay, 1f God will. We may w 


poſtle tg For what is your Life? What js that thing 
calld Life, which we ſet ſo great a Price, value our es VI 
mean, 


an Exhalation, a Air, (So the 


eth for a little time, and then 4% 
It is a F. i. 6. it is like a Vapour, it 


And whatever we take to be the moſt proper render 
he things mention'd are very ſuitable metaphorical . 


A guaved by Dr — PINE? HT 


1 Dee f hs Is. 


tons of the Vanity ty and Unceriainey of the Life we | 
now live. Days are conſumed ass | 
Smoke, be ain expreſſes it, which Plal. eil 3. Wo 
now appears LN conſiderable, G 1 
preſently ſea ſcatters, and is gone, and we lee nothing of 
it: Or as à Miſt, that is raiſed by the Sun-beams, | 4 
and is quickly diſpers d by its Heat and Brightneſs; ** 
though it may as a Blaſt make ſome Noiſe at pre- —— 7 
ſent, yet it preſently ceaſes and is forgotten; or if, as 
ſome Exhalations; it may blaze and ſhine brightly for 4 
a while, yet tis but for a very little while, and for'a TT ö 
il Air, and paring ; "tis weak and fleeting as the hin- „ 
Air, and paſſing as a Vapour, that can continue | A 
for no long time, and whoſe Duration is commonly 
meaſur'd = the ſtraiteſt Limits. Tis but a little while 
| that our Life laſts at longeſt, and while it remains, it is 
of moſt uncertain Continuance, a poor, weak, feeble 
thing, ſubject to a Variety of Caſualties and Accidents, 
and that the ſmalleſt Matter may ſoon and ſuddenly 
make an end of it. 
1 have thus ſpoken to the two things propos 0 by the 
A le to our Conſideration in my Text. 1. That 1 
ſhall be on the Morrow is unknown to us. 2. That 9 
our Lafe is as a Vapour, that appeareth for a little time, | 
and then vaniſheth away. The things are plain; the i 
Uſe: we ſhould make of each part of the Text is va- 1 
rious, I ſhall inftance only in a few things as to either. 0 
As to the . 1 
Firſt, If we know not what ſhall be on the Morrow, 0 1 


1 


1. We ought to improve well the preſent time. we : 
know not what ſhall be on the Morrow, whether the 
Morrow ſhall ever come to us, or if it ſhould do fo, 

i whether we ſhall be in the fame Circumſtances, or 
under the ſame Advantages then that we are now. 
We differ every Day from our ſelves, and things may 0 
differ, and very mark differ that are about us. No- 1 
ching in us or about us, that is ſubject to Alteration, | ) 
* ay Wan it is to Day; We may i 
tion! | PE C not 


ä— . ——.. Ho — 
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not have the ſame Advantages or Helps to intellectu- 
al Improvement, the ſame ſpiritual Means for the ſer- 
ving the greateſt Purpoſes, the ſame Health, the ſame 
Opportunities, any way to Morrow as we have to Day. 
Is berefore, as the wiſe Man adviſes, What- 
Eccl. 9. 10. ever thint Hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
Aligbt; what we have to do, eſpecially 
for our Souls, and the Souls of thoſe we are moſt con- 
cern'd for, in order to the ſecuring their Peace with 
God, and their eternal Intereſts; we are by no means, 
. while we may do it to Day, to defer or put it off till 
to Morrow, which is in God's Diſpoſe, and lies not ¶ cha 


— 


within our Foreſight, The time paſt is no farther ours, N We 
than to reflect upon, either by Repentance, where we N c;+; 


have miſus'd it, or by Thankfulneſs and Praiſe to God, 


ö — a . | j 

and taking our ſelves the Comfort of it, as by Divine 8 
Grace we have been enabled to employ it well, for I gor 

_ God's Glory, our own or our Neighbours Good and WW mu 


Benefit, The Time to come is God's to diſpoſe of, the WW Mo 
Time preſent, we are to look upon as the only Time 


cor 
we have to make uſe of, and are therefore to take care For 
we husband and employ it rightly, to the ſerving the 


proper Purpoſes, which we have our time given us to 
Herve. *Tis a miſerable Fault of a great many to de- N Da 
fer the Matters of their Souls to an uncertain Here- 
after. - They find things are amiſs, and much amiſs Hif u 
with them; they believe that if they ſhould go out 
of the World in their preſent State, it would be very Nif o 
bad with them, but they think to do better hereafter, Mg... 
and here they ſeek their Relief for doing and admit- im 
ting what they know to be very ill at preſent. But, ' 

alas! how many are calld out of the World ſo ſud- 
denly, that they have not time to entertain or ex- this 
ecute any one good Purpoſe, that if a fingle, Lord have Nh 
Mercy upon me, would be the Means of ſaying their Inte 
Souls, they have not time allow'd them for that. Hov NIE 
many go to Hell full of good Purpoſes for hereafter ; 
and how few comparatively live to execute the Pur- - . 
_ Poſes they ſeem'd to have entertain d. And how juſt ly, 


* 


* 
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is it 9 5 God, that ſo it ſnould be, when all lis Com- 
mands bear a preſent Date, when 


he has given Mankind only che pre- Compare Plal. exix: 


ſent time to improve, that he 4. with 1 Sam. xx. 
ſhould blaſt the Deſigns of thoſe, 19. Text and Margin. 


that are for delaying what he commands, to be pre- 


ſently done, that ſquander and caſt away preſent Ad- 


vantages in Expettation of that which he has given 


them no ground to expect? God meaſures out our Time 


to us by Moments, according to his own Pleaſure ; *tis 
our Duty to'improve well the preſent Time, as thoſe 


that are altogether uncertain of any thing beyond that. 
We are now to be doing good according to our Capa- 
cities, Opportunities, and Advantages, for we know 


not what ſhall be on the Morrow. - Twas a Maxim 


whereby one of the greateſt Men this Realm afforded, 


govern'd himſelf, and by which, no doubt, he very 
much maintain'd his Greatneſs; not to do that on the 
Morrow which he could do to Day: And it muſt be 
confeſs d to be a prudent Maxim, both in relation to 


our ſecular and our ſpiritual Affairs. If we have any 
ſecular Affairs to purſue and ſecure, which we are now 


at liberty for, *tis not Prudence to defer to the next 
Day what we may do to day: And if we have ſpiritual 
Affairs of the greateſt Importance to purſue and ſecure, 
if we have our Peace to make with God, our Pardon 


to get ſealed in Heaven and in our own Conſciences; - 
if our Perſons are yet to be juſtified, our Natures to be 


— f we know we have need to make thoſe 
„ TIA in Grace that we have not yet made, 


to get that Victory over Corruption that we have 


not yet gain'd ; *tis not for us to defer theſe important 
things to an uncertain hereafter ; for we know not 


what ſhall be on the morrow. We are to improve the 


preſent Time for doing all the good we can to our 
ſelves and others, as knowing that the future 1 is not 


ours, but God's. 


2. If we know not what ſhall bl on the Ws, is | 
* 52 e our ſelves with the thoughts of what 


C3 may 
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cerning what 3 be in fore Time; for it's manifeſt 
to Reaſon, that what only may be, may not be. And 


many Years after thoſe that have pe 
and render'd their Lives uncomfortable 'by them „ have 


15 5 on the Morrow. It's a "gracious Advice of a 
Gracious God to his People, I would have 


95 vii. 32. you without Carefulneſs. - Aon elſewhere, 
Phil, 4, 6. be careful for nothing, but in every thing by 


Prayer, and Supplication, with Thaniſgiving, 
let your Requeſts be made known unto God; which are pro- 
poſed Means of Chriſtians having the Peace of God, 


which paſſeth all Underſtanding, k eqpin g their Hearts and 


Minds through Chriſt Feſus, às it there follows, Ver. 7. 


; An anxious 2 Thoughtfulneſß about future E- 


vents, is too common with Chriſtians, but is moſt un- 


becoming of and diſagreeable to their Chriſtian Profeſ. 


ſion. The Good Man, it's ſaid, ſhall not 
Pal, call. 7. be afraid of evil Tidings a Why ? His 
Hlceart is fixed, truſting in God. 15 unre- 


concilgable to a due Truſt in the Lord, and fixing the 


Heart there, to be anxious about future Events; and 
tis contrary to Reaſon as well as Religion, for Perſons 
to be inordinately thoughtful and careful this way con- 


Experience makes it per. Fg that many vex and per- 
plex themſelves about apprehended Futurities, that 


never are ſuch in reality, Many have tortur'd their 


Minds, facrific'd their Health, and their Lives, by 
the ungrounded and unwarrantable Expettation of 


_ thoſe Events, that either have never come to paſs in 


the World, or that haye not appear'd till, it may be, 
rplex'd themſelves, 


* "oy World. 
If we know not what mall * on the Morrow, 


ler: us then refer To-morrow to him that has the diſpo- 


ſal of it. Take no thought, ſays our Savi- 


Mat, vi. 34. our, for the Morrow, for the Morom ſhall 


„ thought for the things of it ſelf. This 

was after he had reprov? an for their anxious con- 
E001 en ws about the things neceſſary 
Ver. 31. for —— what they fronts: eat, or 33 
they 


1 
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they' ſhould drink, or mbheremithall they ſhould be clothed; 
which he ſhow'd was owing to their little Faith, and 
advis d them to take no thought for theſe thi { 
ring them that this e Work only for thoſe to 
be imployed in, that did not believe in God and Pro- 


vidence as it became Chriſtians, and as they profeſs d 
to do; that thought there was no care taken of them, 


but what they took of themſelves; For oy 
after all theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek : Ver. 32. 
And at the ſame time, that it was moſt 
unbecoming thoſe that believ d God's general Pravi- 
dence, as caring for the World, and his articular 
ious Providence, as their Heavenly Father caring 
for his own ; For your Heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
haue need of all. theſe things. So that the Meaning is, 
what imports the great Duty of Chriſtians, that Rick 
ſhould leave the Care of the Morrow tg him that had 
the diſpoſal of it, and who would certainly provide all 
things in it, that ſhould be for the neceſſary Good of 
his own, while they, as they ought to do, caſt all their 
Care upon him. The good Man ſhould be only care- 
ful, while he acts 8 like himſelf, to ac 
this Day as he did the Day before, tho? as much better 
as he can; for all come ſhort 7 Rule , „ 
every Day; In mam things we offend all- Jam. iii. 2. 
— af 8 Da Wen, 0. 
live to ſee it, as he did this, and as much better as he, 
may. He is, in ſhort, to be only careful for the Day 
that he is now in, that he may do his Duty therein, and 
ſo caſt all his Care for the Mor row upon that Gracious 
God, his Heavenly Father, that has the diſpoſal of it. 
This is our Work, and we have nothing elſe to do but 
to ſeek with our firſt Care, with our beſt Care, with 
our moſt diligent and conſtant Endeavour, every Day, 
the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, the ad- 
vancing his Glory and Intereſt in our own Souls and the 
Souls of others; and then we have the _ 
Pronuſe and Aſſurance given us, that all Ver. 33. 
hings elſe ſhalt be added to an. And there | 


fore 
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fore we may, while we thus live for to Day, and” are 


thus imploy'd and imploying our ſelves in the preſent 


Time, leave To-morrow to care for it ſelf, leave the 
Care of it and the things appertaining to it to him, Who, 
as he has the diſpoſal of it and them, will certainly dif. 
poſe of both for their advantage who are thus exercigd. 


4. If we know not what ſhall be on the Morrow, let 


us wait upon God all the Day. Lead me 
Pſal. xxv.5. in thy Truth, and teach me, ſays the Pfal- 

wilt fur for thou art the God of my Salvation, 
on 155 do I wait all the Day. As this was the Plalmift's 


Practice, ſo it ought to be ours, the rather upon the 


account my Text affigns, that we know not what ſhall 
be on the Morrow, We ſhould be careful to begin, and 
ſpend, and end every Day with God, and to wait up- 
on him, as the God of our Salvation, all the Day. We 

ſhould ſee that, accordingto the Apoſtle's 
1 (Cor vii. 24. Advice, wherein we are Sifferenthy 6 called, 
| we make it our Buſineſs to abide with God, 
Pit. „ that we keep cloſe to him, ſet him be. 


fore us, and at our Right Hand, that we 


may not be moyed in or from the Way that he pre- 
ſcribes. We ſhould walk with him, depend upon him 
all the Day, becauſe we know not what ſhall be on the 
Morrow, We ſhould ſtill keep nigh to God, be often 
drawing near to him in the Ordinances of his Worſhip, 
as we have Opportunity ; be reading and hearing his 
Word, meditating upon it, communing with our own 
Hearts, conferring with our 'F ellow-Chriſtians, making 
our fervent Supplications to God: We ſhould de- 

vote our ſelves to him, live in the Exerciſe of a 
true and intire Devotedneſs to God, his Intereſt and 
Service, and ſhould have all our Expectation from him 
every Day, and throughout the Day, becauſe our De- 
pendance is intirely upon him, conſtantly every Day, 
and throughout the Day; and becauſe all our Times 
are in his hand, and the Number of our Days and 
Months is with him, and we know not what ſhall be on 


the Morr ow, or what a Day may bring forth. We are 
| there 
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ied 


therelgre to wait upon Him all the Day for our daily 5 


Bread, dur daily Supports and Supplies of Good, and 
our ſuitable Defence and Deliverance from Evil, and 
ſuitable Preparation for the Good or Evil to come. 

5. If we know not what ſhall be on the Morrow, let 
us provide for whatever may come then. Let us labour 
to ſtand every Day ready for what may be the Will of 
God concerning us on the Morrow; and fo we ſhalt be, 
if we do To-day's Work well ; if we improve our Day. 
of Grace, and the Seaſons of Grace therein, to the 
making our Peace with God, and ſecuring our eternal 
Intereſts ; and if we live every Day in holy Dependance 
upon God, and Devotedneſs to him through Chriſt ; if 


we are exerciſing daily Repentance for Sin, Faith in 


the Lord Feſus , and in the Promiſes of Grace 
through him, which are one and all of - _ 
them in him yea, and in him Amen, tothe 2 Cor. i. 20. 


Glory of God, and to the Comfort of the Souls that receive, 


embrace, improve and live upon them; if we live in 
the ſuitable Exerciſe of Love to God and ourNeighbour, 
and are rightly husbanding our Time, and improving the 
Talents committed to us for his Glory, our own and 
others Adyantage, and have our Endeavours rightly 
imploy'd, directed and bleſſed by God, for the getting 
Matters cleared betwixt him and our Souls, and gain- 
ing clear and comfortable Proſpetts towards a better 
World and State than that we are now in. 5 

6. If we know not what ſhall be on the morrow, let 
all our Thoughts for future Time, whether for our 
ſelyes or ours, be manag d with due regard to the Pro- 
vidlence of God. Tis that has, and that alone has the 
diſpoſal of all future Time and Events, We are perfect 
Dependants upon it, and ought therefore to manage 


our ſelves, in all our Thoughts, Deſigns and Purpoſes, 


for our ſelves and thoſe that belong to us, with a Senſe 
of that Dependance. If as to our ſelves, to ours, as to 
any Good we expect for our ſelves or them, we are 
not under our own Government, but the Government 
of another; we ought not to manage our ſelves, whe- 


ther 


. 
e 
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Tn in apy amp to our ſelves or them, as if we were un- 
der our bwn Government and at our own diſpoſe. If 
whatever Devices may be in the Heart of 
Man, the Counſel of the Lord, that ſhall ſtand, 
we are then to manage our ſelyes, in our 
Counſels and Pur ſes, whether for our ſelyes or ours, 
as thoſe that do believe our Counſels and Purpoſes to 


| Now aT. 


be ſubject to the Controll of the Divine Carpets , of him 


who is wonderful in Counſel, and excellent 
in working. Tho! therefo re we are to uſe 
prudent Counſel and ment for the 
ſettling « our Purpoſes, and ordering our Afairs in rela- 
tion to our ſelves and others we are concern'd et 
we muſt do all with ſuitable Submiſſion to God's 5p 7 oy 
fing Will, and with ſuitable 2 ment of an 
Allowance made for the Government o f his diſpoſin 
Providence, that ruleth over all and diſpoſeth all 55 
according to its oun Pleaſure. All the Counſel we take 
muſt be in ſubjection to the Counſel of 
Eph. 3 LI 1. him, who worketh all thing 5 according to the 
rs Counſel of bis own Mill. We muſt count 
: ſho and ſay, If the Lord will, we and ours ſhall 
ye, and may do or obtain this or that ; not raſhly tay 
8. that things ſhall be ſo or ſo, or we will w em 
but; if the Lord ſo pleaſe, this or the other Matter 
Mall be 8 ach 1 my or wy! ſo'or ſo*. 
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* Pr. . in anſwer 10 75 ion, 1 we en of 
a uſe this Form of Speech, 2 doeh an expreſs Exception 
and Reſetvation of N anſwers, 1. III good to RN the 

_ to holy ace hr ; the Heart is beſt when there are ſuch 
i cite pid expre ice mw of Providence, If the Lord pleaſe, if 
85 Lord will wth 4 pleaſe 15 1204 that I live. 4 pure Lip becometh 
= 2 that a may be diſtinguiſhed by their. holy 2 as o- 

 Thirs are by their Oaths, rotten Speech, and unholy Sollicitations. Be- 
is W 10 fir up Reverence in pu ſelves, and for others In- 
| 2 Such Forms «6 Confeſſions of Divine Providence, and th: 
| Jmcertainty of Human Life. 2. The Children of God uſe them fre. 


you's 1 Cor. iv. 19. A +4 Rom.i. 10. Phil. ii. 19. 3. The 
Heathens by the L nfm Nature were wont to uſe theſe Forms 
| with * Religion, and would he ** 7 1 & of their 


without 


I be Uncertainty of the Mom w. 25 
Laſtly, If we know not what ſhall be on the Morrow, 
let us adore the Wiſdom of God in cancealing from us the 
Events of future Time. The Heathen aſcrib'd this to 
the Wiſdom of Providence, . - 1 76 5 
Prudens futuri temporis exirum 4 5 
. Deus. Horat. carm. I. 3. Ode 29, 
And how eminently does the Wiſdom of God appear here- 
in? How many, Evils and Inconveniences are we thus 
ſav'd from, that would make our Lives very uncomſfort- 
able? What a continual Turmoil and Tumult would our 
Minds be in, if we knew before-hand future Events? How 
ſhould we hereby anticipate future Miſery, double and 
treble the Miſeries we fall under by our Pre- apprehenſion 
of them? How ſhould we hereby be taken off from that 
proper Action and Imployment our Lives ſhonld ſpend 
themſelves in, and be put by many a laudable Action that 
turns to our ae good account, and to others advantage, 
ind have our preſent Enjoyments embitter'd by the Evils 
we were in certain Expectation of: And how contrary to 
this and to true Wiſdom is it for Perſons to go to Fortune- 
tellers, to the Cunning-men, as thoſe Cheats are calbd, to 
gain the Knowledge of ſecret or hidden things relating to 
4 themſelves or thoſe they are concern'd for? And tho? by 
r Wis wicked means, with the help of the Devil, they ſhould 
diſcover them, yet how unreconcilable is this Practice to 
d. true Wiſdom, and how much more would their Diſcre- 
— tion appear in ſubmitting to God's Wiſdom, and being 
of willing to have thoſe things remam-Secrdiggaukich the 
on Al- wiſe Providence of God has ſeen fit to put the-dark. 
" Secondly, Is our Life here a paſfing, fleeting, a poor, 
i weak, uncertain thing, even as. a Vapour that appeareth for 
2 N /ittle time, and then vaniſheth away. Then, TOs 
Be- v:thoug this holy Paventheſis. Se his Inſttnces there. 4. When we uſe 
thefe Forms, the Hears muſt go along with the Tongue, or elſe, be ſhews, 


1% Nod Name would be rofand. 5. 'Tis not always neceſſary to expreſs 
* thefe Foros, tho' the 4 muſt he always, either 93 
be dab mon to the Wil of God; yet we cannot make it a Sin 10 omit ſuch 
"IP Ihraſes, 3 Ep, John. u 10 15. 24, &. See his Enlargement, 
is and what follows in his Comment on James, p. 506. aud for ſeveral Iu- 


les onward, : 
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1 "Ur 6 us labour to be always at a Certainty, concerning c 
Ne Hues of Life. If our Life is ſo uncertain ſurely we le 
ought not to be content to live at Uncertainties, concern- ” 
ing the Iſſues of it. We are unwilling to be uncertain b. 
about leſſer Matters. We would make ſure of a good Bar. 1 
gains we would not be put by any Deſigns. we have laid H 
For the ſecuring our wor y e we would not have of 
it put in the Power of any to undermine us here, tho it MW 5 
be in relation to things that are, comp paratively, but of in 
{ſmall Value; and ſhall we be content to be uncertain a. Ki 
bout ſo great, a Matter as the Ifſues of Life ? Whether, „ 
when our frail mortal Life ſhall end, we ſhall be happy or ſe 
_ miſerable for Eternity, whether eternal Joy or Torments, 
Heaven or Hell, ſhaltbe our Portion then? And how com- |. 
fortable wilt it be to have this well ſecured? What a Com. N 
fort will this be, under all the Uncertainties of Life, and day 
all the Calamities we ſhall be exercisd within it, to think ef 
chat, whatever we endure, and are expos d to, yet the 5, 
End will be well with us ? Whatever Miſeries may fal 
upon us in time, yet our Miſeries will laft no longer than I co 
our time in this World, and we ſhall be happy to Eterni-· = 
ty ? That no Sorrow ſhall follow us to another World, n 
but we ſhalt, whenever we ſhall diſlodge from theſe Ia: in 
bernacles of Clay, enter into Peace and Reſt on our Beds 45h 
of Eaſe and Pleafure, of moſt perfeck Eaſe, and of moſt I pa: 
conſummate Pleafure, to all Eternity; which the Scrip- ou 
ture acquaints us ſhall be the Happineſs of pre 
| 107 v. - Wh every | ſincere Soul, even of every one walking ſay 
in his Uprightneſs. On the contrary, what MW 7 
an 2 will it give to the Troubles of Life, to the x, 
Sorrows, Sickneſſes, Pains and Miſery, we may here en- ;, k 
dure, and be expos'd to, to think that theſe are but the "ty 
- Beginnings of Sorrows, and that the moſt of what we ſuf. ¶ tur 
fer is inconceivably the leaſt of what we are to expect! ¶ can 
Who, but a Mad-man would be content to have things you 
thus withhim? What a vaſt Difference is there betwixt 
theſe two Conditions and States? Wherefore ſuffer the 


Word of Exhortation, and in the moſt diligent Uſe of the 
mMoſt Proper Means, labbur to gain a Certainty | c your 


ed 
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ſelves concerning che Iſſues of Liſe. If the Life you here 


lead be ſo uncertain Labour to attain a Certainty concern- 
ing your future Eternal happy Condition, when you ſhall 


be no more in this World, that you may be able to ſay 
as the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. v. 1. We know that if our earthly 


Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have 4 Building 


of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, Eternal in the Hea- 
vens., To this End ſee that you are acquainted with God 
in a way of ſaving Reconciliation, and in a way of graci- 
ous Communion, that you know him the © 


only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom he has Job xii. 21. 


ſent, ſo as to know, is Life eternal. John xvil. 3. 

2. If Life be ſo uncertain and fleetin ng 
let us not think the time long to wait upon God for any 
Mercies we need in Life. It's a memorable Paſſage of the 
moſt noble Chriſtian Philoſopher * Boethius , Neq, enim 
eſt aliquid in tam brevibus vita metis ita ſerum, quod ex- 
pect are longum immortalis preſertim animus putet. For there 


is not any thing, ſays he, inthe ſo ſhort Limits of Life, that 
comes ſo late, | 


t an immortal Soul eſpecially ſhould think 
long to wait for it. We are apt indeed to think it long, 


while God withdraws, and with-holds his Mercy from us, 


in any Reſpetts we need it; our Eyes too often fail while 


we look upwards, and wait for our God; when we are in 


Pain, under Sickneſs, when bla eſdhds cover us, when 
our Strength is reduc'd, and our Enemies are, in our Ap- 
prehenſion, ready to triumph over us. We are ready to 
lay, as David, How long wilt thou forget mem 

0 Lord, for ever? How long wilt thou hide thy Plal. xiii. 1, 2, 
Face from me? How long ſhall I take Counſel 

in my So having Sorrow in my Heart daily; how long ſhall 
mine Enduy be exalted over me ? This is the Voice of Na- 
ture, how: long? how long? and 'tis well when the Saints 


can rectify it, and ſay, as in like Caſe, 

you find it ſaid by that good Man, this is Pal. lxxvii. 10, 

mine Infirmity, But alas! How frequent- 
De conſolat. Philoſoph, lib. 4. Proſ. 4. 7 „„ 
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ly are their ſpiritual Maladies and Com eee 
obſtinate to the Voice of Chriſtian Reaſon and Experience 
The Conſideration before us ſheu Id be a Means to bring 
_ things to rights with Chriſtians, and while they conſider 
+ how ſhort and uncertain their & time is in this World, and 
conſequently how ſhort a ſpace it is that their Grietz can 
continue at 8 longeſt; this ſhould tend to reconeilè them 
to God's Methods, and to bring them over to a Willing. 
nes to wait upon God, and to wait his Time and Ways 
for their Deliverance from the Troubles and Burthens 
that are moſt to them. 
3. If Life be ſo uncertain and fleeting a thing let us 
not then be afraid ol Death, much leſs of any g on 
1 this fide Death in the way of our Duty. 
lv. 14 Tis true, Death is the King of Terrors. It 
is a thing that Nature cannot but abhor, 
and fee hom: for it is a — moſt contrary and inimical 
thereto. But tho we are naturally averſe to Death, we 
ſhould be graciouſly willing of it, when our Death may 
more tend to promote the Glory of God and the Intereſt 
of Chriſt, than our Life may do. The Apoſtle declares 
that he was ata Point, and was reſolved chat as always, 
10 now alſo Do ſhould be magnified in his Body, 
at were by Life or by Death, for 
Phil, 5. 20, 2T. 0 01708 was Chriſt, and to die ſor his ſake 
. 7. was gain; that if he were offered in the Sa. 
| (4 criſios and Service of the Faith of Belie- 
vers, this ſhould be matter of Rejoycing to him. Nor 
did he only talk at this rate while Death was at a Diſtance, 
but when he was wow ready to be offered up, and the. time of 
his Departure mas at band, he glories in it, and Wings his 
triumphant Song, when he was juſt about to ſuibMit; to a 
violent Death for the Cauſe of Chrift, 
2 Tim. iv, 6, 7,3. I have fought ageod Fight, I have finiſn'd 
ee I have kept the Faith, henceforth 
e 1 Laid up for me a Crown of Riohteouſmeſs, which the Lord 
the ri . ſhall give me at that Day, and not to me 
only, bo to all them alſo that love his appearing. So, when he 
knew and bad | it — the infallible — of the ol, 
'G 
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2 this would not divert him from his Fare 


L in e 
1; nor could the neareſt Proſpett of Death it 


ei en > knw by le; or leſſen his joy upon the 2 


And now behold I go, bound in the 
Jeruſalem, not knowing the things that 


| ſhall befal me there, ſave that the Holy 2 eb in eve- 


ry 35 ſaying that Bonds and 2 abide me : but none 
of theſe things move me, neither count I my Life dear unto 
my. felf,, ſo that I might finiſh my Courſe with Foy, and the 


Miniſtry that I have received of the Lord Jeſus, fo "Heftify the 
Goſpel of the Grace of God. And though we come ſhort 


of the Apoſtle's Attainments and Enlargements, yer this 


Confideration duly follow'd and impreſs'd upon us by the 


Spirit of God, that our Lives here are ſo very evanid, 
fleeting and uncertain, mi N be very uſeful to kindle in 


us, and warm us with his holy Fire, and to cauſe us to 
put a ſmall Eſteem on Life, 7 com riſon of our Duty 
to God, and the Service we owe, and may yield to our 


bleſſed Redeemer, to chuſe Death rather Life, and much 


more to chuſe any Sufferingson his ſide Death. rather than 


flinch from our Duty, and give out from the way of Obe- 


dence we are cal? to, by our great and gracious Lord. 
4. If Life is ſo uncertain and fleeting, let us uſe our 
uncertain Life to all the valuable Purpoſes to which it 


may ſerve. When a great Man was preſs d to 
abſtain from Study, or to uſe it more mo- By. Reyolds 
derately, becauſe of the a pparent Danger 


| brought to his Health, he anſwers with that of the Ro- 


Te, 
"Nec Propter vitam wizendi perdere cauſas. Juven. 
vB 


portun ities it afforded him,or come ſhort of ſerving hold 


Purpoſes it was given to ſerve. And they are the Purpoſes 
BY! to which o our Lives ai, that makys them deſireable 
100 or 


. 
2c | 


— — of the glorious Work he was engag d in, and the 
glorious Reward that awaited his Fidelity i in the lame. 
Hear the Apoſtle ſpeaking his on Words; 


Spirit, unto. Aft mende 


that he would not for Lifs it IF loſe the Op- 
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or vakable;- ſeparate from theſe have they 
them. What is Life valuable for, but the 
it gives us to ſerve, and glorify out great Creator and Re- 


deemer and Sanctifier, to gain and advance in Divine 
Knowledge, to do good to our ſelves, our Families, our 


Friends; and thoſe that are the Friends of God, to ſerve | 
the Intereſts of the Souls and Bodies of Men, and of the 


Church of God, and to enjoy the true God in the Way of 
Duty, and in the uſe of the Means of Grace, and to be in 
this way, laying up Treaſure far, and laying hold of eternal 
Life! Now tho' we are all of us too back ward to a work 
that is ſo i t, and to the ſerying Purpoſes that are 
ſo great and valuable, and ſo worthy of us, yet ſurely, if 
we I uſe it, the Motive is very powerful, that the 
Words ſet before us, that our Life is a Vapour, that ap- 
peareth for a little time, and then vaniſheth away, and 
the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of the preſent Life would, 
if it were duly improv'd, be a Spur to our backward 


Hearts, to engage us to put forward in the ſerving thoſe 


Purp poſes, for which Life was given, which only can make 
It —— or valuable, and the ſerving whereof will he 
to the ſecuring our Happineſs and Comfort in this World, 
and advancing our Rewards in Glory in the eternal Life 
of another World. Nolo me Dominus, otioſum inveniat, was 

Calvins Reſolve, I will not that my God ſhall find me idle. 
J. Tho' Life be ſo fleeting and uncertain, yet let not 
the Senſe of the Shortneſs and Uncertainty thereof imbit- 
ter Life, or bereave us of that proper Comfort we may 
laue in it. This is too frequently the Caſe of Chriſtians, 


eſpecially: 1 in ſome Circumſtances. And we read that it 


was one End of Chriſt's being made Fleſh, 
Neb. ii 14. That through Death he might deſtroy him that 
bad the Keke of Death, that is the Deull and 
48 thoſe, who thro Fear of Death, were all their Lives 
time ſubj jef to Bondage. Becauſe it will be but a little 
time e er Death come, it's unreaſonable to conclude, that 
therefore we muſt have no Enjoyment of Life while i it is 
with us, this is as unreaſonable on the one hand, as it 


is 0 on the . Let ut e and unt. for ta Len we ſral, 
die. 


rr 
%, It beHoves Chriſtians to take heed of both Extremes, 
Which are highly either of them unbeſeeming their 
de. Character, and inglorious to their holy Religion. 
8. The Shortneſs and Uncertainty of Lie ſhould nor 
hinder Chriſtians from entertaining large Deſigns, and for- 
ve | ming conſiderable Projects, eren ſuch as may take ſome 
Compaſs of time to accompliſh, for God's Glory, and for 
of publick Service. David, tho he were advanc'd in Years 
before the Pattern of the Temple was given him by God, 
in | yer chai nr binder him, he ws not kepe by the Cn: 
rk | ſideration of the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of Life in the 
general, or by the Conſideration of the Shortneſs and Un- 
if | certainty of a Life that had been ſo far ſpent, from laying 


up thoſe” Stores and Treaſures toward the Building of 
in. che Temple, that could not be amaſs'd otherwiſe than in 
nd 4 conſiderable time; but by the Acknowledgment he 
id, makes upon the ſolemn Offering of them to that Service, 


rd we have rather Reaſon to think that he was quickened by 
We this very Conſideration, to ſo great a Deſign and Work as 


ke || this. But who am I, and what is my People, 

that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly 1 Chron. xxix. 
der this - ſort ? for all things come of thee, 1415, 

> || and of thine own have we given thee, for we 

are Strangers before thee, and Sojourners as were all our Fa. 
thers ; our Days on Earth are as a Shadow, and there is none 
abiding. The Conſideration ofthe Shortne and Uncer- 
tainty of Life, ſhould engage us not to delay the Execu- 
tion of any worthy, any great and good Purpoſes God has 
put into our Hearts; it ſhould engage us to go as far every 

day in the Execution of them, as the Day will permit: 
|| This Effect, no doubt, it had upon David, as we may ſee 

by the Vaſtneſs of his ſeparate Offering 

which we have there the Account of, Ver 2, 10 Ver. 6. 
and his own Expreſſion concerning it. 
that he had prepared with all his Might for the Houſe of 
his God, but it ſhould by no means keep us from enter- 
faining great Purpoſes for the Glory of God and Good of 
others, tho' they may take long time to effect them. 
. Lafily, Let us bieſs God for his protecting and protract- 
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18 it has been thtea 
Light to be rb e when it may be 
5 much to endanger, and ſo little to reſiſt, that when Dan- 


| tor of e Tage 

been 
pad N 425 and of our own and others Comfort 
— 7 — 


72 5 from Danger, to prolong and tengthen out our 


kla. evi. 16, Voice ig as Baud, O Lord, 


i be Trang F 2 N 


88155 ener; ; that what is a . is lo 
ſpent 
all its on rk de 


out, 1. ſo E preſerv d againſt 
many Dangers with which 
* 1 has not ſuffer'd the feeble 


there was 


roar! very 


ery threatning, he has been pleas d th Ater- 
ſe and reſcue fromat., and 


ing back the frail Le from 
the very Gatesof Death: ee ally ſhould it he Mat- 
is, if we Td the Lives that have 
Preſerw d and protratted by his Power and Provi- 
e been ed and made by his Grace inſtru- 


o have our Lives prolong' d, to have them 


Dangers to which were elt, 
r Mercie in 7 et 


54 6 60 "The Sinner a "hoy 
Its, wk 20. of \ old will "be. accurſed, an 8 
"rs a. Crown 8 * * as it is 


den bh, fand in the May of Bete e. But if 


Sod have not only been pleaſed :o reſeue 


Lives, but to enable us to conſecrate them to 

and to make them uſeful by his Grace to the ſeryi the 

Purp« 3 of his Glor this is Matter of great Than 

: If by his Grace reſolved for him, if when he 
1 our Bonds, and lengthened, our Lives, our 


uly 1 am thy 
Servant, Nam thy Servant, devoted to 


S 


we are- 
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BE Fear, this ſhould rauſe us to be enlarged in the Praiſes of 
dur great Benefactor: And this is by ſo much to be e- 


ſteemed the greater Mercy, and Matter of the greater 


Thankfulnels,in that ſo many are taken away by Death in 
the midſt ne Dot and ſo many alſo in * midſt of 
their Sins: While God fpares 8 
* uy are takeri while we are 


kes away inch o- 


. 


